
 
 

COMMISSION ON PUBLIC WORKS/UTILITIES 
      COUNCIL ROOM, CITY HALL 

      SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 
      6:45 P.M. 

 
The Commission on Public Works/Utilities met in regular session, Chair Clough presiding.  
On roll call: all members present. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were declared approved. 
 
Director of Public Works Friemoth reported on four cremations and no full burials at the 
Cemetery, regular lawn mowing through Cemetery and Parks, weed trimming and picking 
up sticks and other debris, mulching leaves in the Parks, removed 2 dead trees and 3 ash 
trees in Listeman Park as well as 2 other trees on City streets, working on budget, finished 
up Ferguson and W. Second Street project, prepping patches throughout town, patched 
potholes on Highway 10 and a few other areas, equipment maintenance, street sweeping, 
Water Department-daily testing and well rounds, utility locates, scheduling meter change 
outs, adjusted risers for road boxes on street project, repaired leaking pipes at the Treatment 
plant, replaced fluoride pump and storage container, Sewer Department-daily testing and lift 
station rounds, lift station inspection and maintenance, troubleshooting E. Fifteenth Street 
lift station pumping issues, measured manhole covers throughout town to raise so the road is 
smoother, and equipment maintenance. 
 
Director of Public Works Friemoth stated now that the road project is complete, we are 
playing catch-up on some of our other duties, including street sweeping, pothole patching 
and tree removal. 
 
Director of Public Works Friemoth wanted to thank everyone for their patience and 
understanding throughout the road project. We appreciate your patience as we work to get 
caught up with other items that may have seemed neglected while we focused on the project.  
 
Jerilyn St. Amand suggested to look at some manhole covers, they are tilted. 
 
Director of Public Works Friemoth read Resolution No. 649 to Authorize Application for 
Urban Forestry Grant or Urban Forestry Catastrophic Storm Grant. 
 
Motion Poeschel, second Neville, to accept and recommend to the Common Council that 
Resolution No. 649 be adopted. (See Common Council minutes of September 22, 2026, for 
the printed Resolution.) All Aye. 
 
Motion Neville, second Gelhaus, that Water Bills Nos. 249 to 276 in the amount of 
$94,369.37 and Sewer Bills Nos. 164 to 180 in the amount of $60,110.92  be paid. All Aye. 
 
 
Motion Poeschel, second Petkovsek, to adjourn.  All Aye. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Daniel M. Clough, Chair 
 

________________________________ 
Debbie Winder, Clerk 

 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

COMMON COUNCIL 
COUNCIL ROOM 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

The Common Council met in regular session, Mayor Poeschel presiding.  On roll call: all 
members present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 



 
 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were declared approved. 
 
Mayor Poeschel reported on the September 8, 2026 meeting of the Finance Committee 
regarding: 1) updates on known increases for 2027 budgeting session, 2) discussion on the 
budget process and directions to department heads and committees, 3) discussion on and 
recommendation to include a 2.5% wage increase for both union and non-union employees 
and 4) discussion on and setting the budget meeting schedule. 
 
Council Member Pavlac reported on the September 14, 2026 meeting of the Airport 
Commission regarding: 1) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 budget to the 
Finance Committee, 2) discussion on Agricultural lease of Airport land, 3) discussion on 
Hangar leases and 4) updates on snow removal equipment that was approved by the Bureau 
of Aeronautics. 
 
Council Member Neville reported on the September 15, 2026 meeting of the Library Board 
regarding: 1) Librarians’ reports, 2) work on and referral of the 2027 Library budget to the 
Finance Committee, 3) discussion on committee reports and 4) payment of bills. 
 
Council Member Pavlac reported on the September 15, 2026 meeting of the Heritage Days 
Committee regarding: 1) discussion on moving events, 2) discussion on 2027 events and 
entertainment, 3) discussion on Grand Marshall, 4) discussion on set up for Autumn Harvest 
and 5) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 budget to the Finance Committee. 
 
Council Member Clough reported on the September 16, 2026 meeting of the Historic 
Preservation Committee regarding: 1) updates on the 1897 Clark County Jail building,  
2) updates on murals in progress and work group, 3) updates on STQRY walking tour app 
and 4) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 budget to the Finance Committee. 
 
Mayor Poeschel reported on the September 18, 2026 meeting of the Economic Development 
Commission regarding: 1) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 budget to the 
Finance Committee and 2) updates on possible economic opportunities for the City. 
 
Council Member Neville reported on the September 21, 2026 meeting of the Parks and 
Recreation Board regarding: 1) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 Recreation 
Department budget to the Finance Committee, 2) updates on various Parks projects 
completed in town and 3) discussion on and recommendation of the 2027 Parks Department 
budget to the Finance Committee. 
 
Council Member Clough reported on the September 22, 2026 meeting of the Commission on 
Public Works/Utilities regarding: 1) current activities, 2) discussion on, approval of and 
recommendation that Resolution No. 649 to Authorize Application for Urban Forestry Grant 
or Urban Forestry Catastrophic Storm Grant be adopted and 3) payment of bills. 
 
Mayor Poeschel declared all reports filed as presented with the City Clerk. 
 
Jerilyn St. Amand asked if there were ways to make the Council meetings more handicap 
accessible, they are available on Spectrum cable and not everyone has Spectrum. St. Amand 
talked with someone at the Courthouse and was told the cost was around $100. 
 
Mayor Poeschel asked if there were any questions on the Commission on Public 
Works/Utilities item (2). 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 649 

 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE APPLICATION FOR URBAN FORESTRY 
GRANT OR URBAN FORESTRY CATASTROPHIC STORM GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant, City of Neillsville, is interested in obtaining a cost-share 
grant from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of funding urban 
and community forestry projects or urban forestry catastrophic storm projects specified in 
§23.097(1g) and (1r), Wis. Stats.; 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant attests to the validity and veracity of the statements and 
representations contained in the grant application; and 



 
 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant requests a grant agreement to carry out the project;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the applicant, City of Neillsville, will 

comply with all local, state, and federal rules, regulations and ordinances relating to this 
project and the cost-share agreement; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the applicant will budget a sum sufficient to fully 
and satisfactorily complete the project and hereby authorizes and empowers the City 
Administrator/Director of Public Works, its official or employee, to act on its behalf to: 

 
1. Sign and submit the grant application 
2. Sign a grant agreement between applicant and the DNR 
3. Submit interim and/or final reports to the DNR to satisfy the grant  
     agreement 
4. Submit grant reimbursement request to the DNR 
5. Sign and submit other required documentation 
  

 
                        
                  Duane Poeschel, Mayor 
 
       
Debbie Winder, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
City Clerk Winder reported on receiving the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs 
Division of Emergency Management-Cyber Security Grant (Cycle 2 – 10/1/2025 to 
1/31/2026) in the amount of $3,633.74 and to appropriate $1,985.67 to Account No. 51600 
City Hall and $1,648.07 to Account No. 52100 Police Department Administration. 
 
Motion Clough, second Pavlac, to accept the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs 
Division of Emergency Management-Cyber Security Grant (Cycle 2 – 10/1/2025 to 
1/31/2026) in the amount of $3,633.74 and to appropriate $1,985.67 to Account No. 51600 
City Hall and $1,648.07 to Account No. 52100 Police Department Administration. All Aye. 
 
Mayor Poeschel presented a request from the Neillsville Area Chamber of Commerce for 
use of the C.C. Sniteman Town Square Park and Gazebo for the official “Tree 
Lighting/Santa’s Coming To Town” event for Saturday, December 5, 2026.  
 
Motion Neville, second Rochester, to grant the request from the Neillsville Area Chamber of 
Commerce for use of the C.C. Sniteman Town Square Park and Gazebo for the official 
“Tree Lighting/Santa’s Coming To Town” event for Saturday, December 5, 2026. All Aye. 
 
Mayor Poeschel presented a request from several downtown business owners to have a 
sidewalk sale in conjunction with the Autumn Harvest Festival on Friday, October 9, P and 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 during normal business hours. 
 
Discussion followed on if requests like this need to be presented or if requests like this are 
allowed by ordinance. 
 
Motion Pavlac, second Clough, to grant the request of the downtown businesses to hold a 
sidewalk sale in conjunction with the Autumn Harvest Festival on Friday, October 9, 2026 
and Saturday, October 10, 2026 during normal business hours. All Aye. 
 
Mayor Poeschel stated the next item on the agenda was an ordinance to repeal Section 174 
Bicycles and recreate with Section 174 Bicycles, Electric Bicycles, Play Vehicles and 
Electric Micromobility Devices. 
 
City Administrator/Director of Public Works Friemoth presented the following ordinance. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 1087 

 
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RECREATING SECTION 174 BICYCLES 
WITH SECTION 174 BICYCLES, ELECTRIC BICYCLES, PLAY VEHICLES AND 
ELECTRIC MICROMOBILITY DEVICES; OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE 
CITY OF NEILLSVILLE 



 
 
 
THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEILLSVILLE DO ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Chapter 174: Bicycles is repealed and recreated to read as follows. 
 
Chapter 174: Bicycles, Electric Bicycles, Play Vehicles, and Electric Micromobility Devices 
 
174-1 Definitions. 
The following definitions shall be applicable in this chapter. 
 
BICYCLE 
Every device propelled by the feet acting upon pedals and having wheels, any two of which 
are not less than 14 inches in diameter. 
 
BICYCLE LANE 
That portion of a roadway set aside for exclusive use of bicycles and so designated by 
appropriate signs and markings by the responsible governing body. 
 
BICYCLE PATH 
Any path or sidewalk, or portion thereof, designated for the use of bicycles by the 
responsible governing body, 
 
BICYCLE ROUTE 
Any bicycle lane, bicycle way or highway which has been duly designated by the 
responsible governing body and identified by appropriate signs and markings. 
 
ELECTRIC BICYCLE (E-BIKE) 
A bicycle that is equipped with fully operative pedals for propulsion by human power and 
an electric motor of 750 watts or less and that meets the requirements of any of the 
following classifications. 
 

(a) Class 1 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that 
provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to 
provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour. 

(b) Class 2 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle that may be powered solely by 
the motor and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour. 

(c) Class 3 electric bicycle is an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that 
provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide 
assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour. 

 
OUT-OF-CLASS ELECTRIC VEHICLE (OCEV) 
An electric-powered, 2 or 3 wheeled vehicle that exceeds the speed or power limits of 
standard Class 1, 2, or 3 electric bicycles, motor exceeds 750 watts and may be throttle 
only operation that relies on throttle control without the option for pedal-assist. 
 
ELECTRIC MICROMOBILITY DEVICE 
Any small, 20mph or under, electric-powered transportation device that has not been 
modified, including electric scooters, one wheels, electric skateboards, seated scooters, 
personal assistive mobility devices, and other small, lightweight, wheeled electric-powered 
conveyances. 
 
PLAY VEHICLE 
A coaster, skateboard, roller skates, in-line skates, unicycle or any toy vehicle upon which a 
person may ride and does not have a motor, not including bicycles. 
 
RIGHT OF WAY 
The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to 
another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of direction, speed and 
proximity as to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the other. 
 
 



 
 
174-2 Lighting and other equipment. 
No person shall operate a bicycle or electric bicycle upon a highway unless equipped as 
required in § 347.489, Wis. Stats. 
 
174-3 Parking bicycle, electric bicycle, play vehicle, or electric 
micromobility device. 
No person shall leave a bicycle, electric bicycle, play vehicle, or electric micromobility 
device at such a place or in such a way as to create a hazard to pedestrians, automobile 
operators or to anyone else. Bicycles and electric bicycles shall be parked in bicycle racks if 
available. The operator may park a bicycle, electric bicycle, play vehicle or electric 
micromobility device on the sidewalk in an upright position parallel to and within 24 inches 
of the sidewalk edge. 
 
174-4 Rules of the road. 
The provisions of Chs. 346 and 347, Wis. Stats., and applicable City ordinances shall 
govern the operation of bicycles, electric bicycles, play vehicles, and electric micromobility 
devices where appropriate. 
 
174-5 Bicycle and electric bicycle regulations. 
A. Rules for turning. 

1. The operator of a bicycle or electric bicycle intending to turn to the right at an 
intersection shall approach the point of turning in the traffic lane nearest the 
right-hand edge or curb of the street and, in turning, shall keep as closely as 
practicable to the right-hand edge or curb of the highway. 

2. The operator of a bicycle or electric bicycle intending to turn to the left of an 
intersection or into a private driveway shall make such turn from the traffic 
lane immediately to the right or next to the center of the street and pass 
immediately to the left of the center of the intersection, passing as closely as 
practicable to the left of the center of the intersection immediately to the right 
of the center of the intersection of the street. 

3. At any intersection where traffic is controlled by a traffic control signal or by 
a traffic officer, it shall be unlawful for any such operator of such bicycle or 
electric bicycle upon any street to disobey the instructions of any official 
traffic sign or signal placed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Wisconsin and the ordinances of the City. 

4. Crosswalks shall be used when walking a bicycle or electric bicycle through 
an intersection. 

B. Trick riding. No person shall operate a bicycle or electric bicycle upon the streets of 
said City without having manual control of the handlebars or operate a bicycle or 
electric bicycle in any other manner which necessitates the element of unusual, 
extraordinary skill and involves unnecessary risk. 

C. Tandem riding. No person shall ride or propel a bicycle or electric bicycle on a 
street in said City with another person upon said bicycle or electric bicycle unless 
such bicycle or electric bicycle is so constructed as to be a tandem bicycle or tandem 
electric bicycle. 

D. Emerging from alley or driveway. The operator of a bicycle or electric bicycle 
emerging from an alley, driveway or building shall, upon approaching a sidewalk or 
the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway, yield the right-of-way to all 
pedestrians and, upon entering the roadway, shall yield the right-of-way to all 
vehicles approaching on said roadway. 

E. Bicycles and electric bicycles are not to be pulled by moving vehicles. No person 
riding upon a bicycle or electric bicycle shall cling or attach himself or his bicycle 
or electric bicycle to any other moving vehicle upon a street or highway, nor shall 
the operator of any such bicycle or electric bicycle tow or draw any coaster, wagon, 
sled, person on roller skates, toy vehicles or any other similar vehicle on such 
highway. 

F. No person shall operate a bicycle or electric bicycle at a speed greater than is 
reasonable and prudent under existing conditions or in excess of any posted speed 
limit. No person shall operate a bicycle or electric bicycle on a sidewalk at a speed 
greater than 15mph. 

G. A bicycle or electric bicycle on a roadway or street shall obey the provisions of all 
ordinances and state laws applicable to the operator of any motor vehicle. 

H. No person under the age of 16 years may operate a class 3 electric bicycle or an 
out-of-class electric vehicle. 



 
 
J. Class 3 electric bicycles and out-of-class electric vehicles are not permitted on any 

city sidewalk. 
K. Any person less than 16 years of age operating or riding on an electric bicycle on a 

public roadway, public bicycle path, or any other public right-of-way under the 
jurisdiction and control of the City shall wear a protective helmet designed for 
safety. Such helmets will have a label from the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the Snell 
Memorial Foundation, or the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM). 

 
174-6 Inspection of bicycles and electric bicycles. 
Bicycles and electric bicycles to be kept in safe condition. The Chief of Police shall have 
authority to impound any bicycle or electric bicycle operated contrary to any state law or 
City ordinance, or which is being operated in an unsafe mechanical condition. Such 
removal shall continue for a period not to exceed 10 days. Such removal shall be in 
addition to other penalties provided for herein. 
 
174-7 Play vehicles and electric micromobility devices regulated. 
A. No person shall ride a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device on any 

roadway or street between the hours commencing 1/2 hour before sunset and 
terminating 1/2 hour after sunrise, unless said person is wearing reflective clothing 
or carries a clear light visible to the front and a red light visible to the rear or a red 
reflector visible to the rear. 

B. No person riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device shall ride said 
vehicle in any parking lot or public park owned by the City of Neillsville, except 
within the public roadway. 

C. Persons riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device on a roadway or 
street shall obey the provisions of all ordinances and state laws applicable to the 
operator of any motor vehicle. 

D. Persons riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device on a roadway or 
street shall ride single file on all roadways or streets. 

E. Persons riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device shall, upon entering 
a highway, yield the right-of-way to motor vehicles. 

F. A person riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device shall ride as near 
as is practicable and/or safe to the right edge of the unobstructed traveled roadway 
upon any roadway carrying two-way traffic. On one-way roadways, a person riding 
on a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device shall ride as near as is 
practicable to the right edge or left edge of the unobstructed traveled roadway. Every 
person riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device in the roadway shall 
exercise due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same 
direction, allowing a minimum of three feet between the person riding on the play 
vehicle or an electric micromobility device and the vehicle. 

G. No person shall operate a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device at a speed 
greater than is reasonable and prudent under existing conditions or in excess of any 
posted speed limit. No person shall operate a play vehicle or an electric 
micromobility device on a sidewalk at a speed greater than 15 mph. 

H. A person riding a play vehicle or an electric micromobility device on a roadway shall 
not impede motor vehicle traffic to said person's rear. If inadequate space exists for 
operation of motor vehicles and the on the play vehicle or an electric micromobility 
device to proceed in the same direction upon any roadway in the City, then the 
person riding upon the play vehicle or an electric micromobility device shall, upon 
the approach of a motor vehicle from the rear, move as far to the side of the road as 
possible and stop if necessary so as to permit adequate room for the motor vehicle 
traffic to pass said person riding on a play vehicle or an electric micromobility 
device without leaving the lane in which said motor vehicle is traveling. 

I. Any person less than 16 years of age operating or riding on an electric micromobility 
device that exceeds 10 mph on a public roadway, public sidewalk, public bicycle 
path, or any other public right-of-way under the jurisdiction and control of the City 
shall wear a protective helmet designed for safety. Such helmets will have a label 
from the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI), the Snell Memorial Foundation, or the American Society 
for Testing and Materials (ASTM). 

J. No parent or guardian of any child shall authorize or knowingly permit such child to 
violate any of the provisions of this section. 



 
 
K. Any person 16 years of age or older who shall violate any provision of this section 

may be issued a Municipal Citation pursuant to the municipal general penalty 
provisions. 

 
174-8 Violations and penalties and legislative modification. 
A. Any person 16 years of age or older who shall violate any provision of this section 

may be issued a Municipal Citation pursuant to the municipal general penalty 
provisions. 

B. Any person under 16 years of age who shall violate any provision of this chapter 
may be issued a violation warning notice along with the following additional 
actions: 

1. First offense in one year: a warning letter sent to the parent or guardian 
requiring his or her signature and return of the warning notice to the Police 
Department. 

2. Second offense in the same year: a warning letter mailed to parent or 
guardian. 

3. Third offense in the same year: a mandatory parent-child-police conference. 
C. Any parent or guardian of any child who authorizes or knowingly permits such child 

to violate any of the provisions of this chapter may be subject to the provisions of    
§ 346.77 and 346.82(1), Wis. Stats. 

D. This provision is intended to enact Wisconsin State Statute 340.01 (15ph). Any 
future legislative modification of any Wisconsin Statute set forth in Chapter 223 are 
automatically adopted. 

                
 
                        

                 Duane Poeschel, Mayor 
 

       
Debbie Winder, City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Motion Petkovsek, second Pavlac, that Ordinance No. 1087 be adopted. All Aye. 
 
Tavern Operator’s License Application:  
Michael K. Fermanich 
 
City Clerk-Treasurer Winder asked that the Council take a look at some information that 
was provided by the Chief of Police in their packets before making a decision on the 
application. 
 
Chief of Police Mankowski stated that while doing his check on the applicant, there were 
more offenses discovered than what was listed on the application and based on those, he 
cannot recommend to the Council to approve the license. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the applicant’s history. 
 
Motion Neville, second Clough, to disapprove the listed license based on the information 
discovered by the Chief of Police during his background check. All Aye. 
 
Motion Neville, second Gelhaus, that City Bills Nos. 847 to 896 in the amount of 
$274,642.22 be paid. All Aye. 
 
Motion Pavlac, second Clough, to adjourn. All Aye. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Duane G. Poeschel, Mayor 
 

________________________________ 
Debbie Winder, Clerk 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 


